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Galveston Republican Women 
Message from the President 

December 2025 

 

IT’S THAT TIME GIRLS!!  Gift giving time, and I’m not good at that. I love to encourage and 

connect people; I love to organize, hug and cook; but when it comes to gift giving, I fall short. 
I try. I think about loved ones throughout the year. I’ve picked up gifts for my teenage 
granddaughters, and have no confidence they will like what I’ve chosen. At least that’s my 

thinking.  
 

Years ago, when I lived in Houston, a former Catholic priest, John Bradshaw, was a member 
of our church. He was a GURU of sorts, a gifted speaker with a program on KUHT (PBS) and 

an author. He gave seminars around the country. He was enticed to move to Hollywood and 
there too, he was celebrated. One of his most endearing presentations was from his 

book Reparenting your Wounded Inner Child. The child within us, whose life and experience 
often elude us. That child is the only one who knows our heart’s desire; the only one who 
knows its needs or wants. Bradshaw encouraged us to buy/get a Christmas Gift for your 

Inner Child. While other gifts are thoughtful, loving gestures, others cannot possible know 
the inner workings of your heart. 
 

Throughout the holidays we are seeking connections with loved ones. As we show our love 

and appreciation for others, remember that child within you, the one who longs to belong 
and to be loved. May that child be blessed in every single way and know God’s love. That is 

the point of this wonderful season.  
 

As I think about my final contribution to our Galveston Republican Women’s newsletter, I 
wanted to leave you with my idea of the greatest gift we can give ourselves and that is 

the Gift of living with a grateful heart. 
 

It has been an honor to serve you, I received much more that I could possibly give, 
 

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Joyous Noel & Happy New Year 

May God bless you and keep you   
Sylvia Horne, President 2024-25 

Galveston Republican Women, PAC 

 

Please be aware scam emails continues to be sent to our membership under the president’s name. Make sure any 

email you receive from me is actually from me.  Verify the URL address and do not do anything in the way of 

sending gift cards or money until you talk with a GRW officer or board member you know. 
  

  

http://www.galvestonrepublicanwomen.com/


 

 

POLITICAL/CAMPAIGN VOLUNTEER HOURS 

2024 GOAL – 8,000  2024 ACTUAL 9781 
2025 GOAL – 20,000 HOURS 

 

WE CAN REACH THIS GOAL – IF YOU TURN IN YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS! 
YOU only need to submit the number of tireless hours you spend supporting Galveston 
Republican Women and other Republican PACs/Clubs, supporting our Republican 
candidates and elected officials, and supporting OUR Republican Party. 
MEMBERS: Submit hours to GRW 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: Submit hours to GRW IF GRW IS YOUR HOME CLUB. If another 
Republican Women Club is your home club, submit hours to them – JUST SUBMIT! 

 

SUBMIT hours to Irene Henry 
Email: irenem.henry@sbcglobal.net or Phone/Text: 281.844.0598 OR GRW WEBSITE: 

SELECT “Volunteer Hours” from the menu bar 
  



 
 

  



  



 

 

 
 

Texas Legislative Report 
December 2025  

 

Vice President Jan Broussard 
 

 

Voting results Amendments 2025  - 
State % Range -  Galveston County  % Actual. 

 80-90% voter approval 

o Prop. 7 — Tax exemption for veterans’ spouses. For 88.61% 

o Prop. 10 — Tax exemption for homes destroyed by fire. For 89.71% 

o Prop. 13 — Increased school tax exemption for homeowners. For 82.52% 

 70-79% voter approval 

o Prop. 4 — Creation of the water infrastructure fund. For 68.05% 

o Prop. 8 — Ban on inheritance tax.  For 76.02% 

o Prop. 11 — School tax exemption for the elderly or disabled homeowners.   For 81.14% 

o Prop. 15 — Codifying parental rights.  For 73.94% 

o Prop. 16 — Clarifying citizenship requirement for voters. For 76.93% 

 60-69% voter approval 

o Prop. 1 — Creation of the Texas State Technical College fund.  For 66.6% 

o Prop. 2 — Ban on capital gains tax. For 69.53% 

o Prop. 3 — Bail reform.  For 68.57% 

o Prop. 5 — Tax exemption on animal feed. For 64.9% 

o Prop. 9 — Inventory and equipment tax exemption. For 68.41% 

o Prop. 12 — Changing the State Judicial Conduct Commission. For 66.53% 

o Prop. 14 — Funding for dementia research and prevention. For 67.45% 

 50-59% voter approval 

o Prop. 6 — Ban on Texas securities tax. For 59.19% 

o Prop. 17 — Property tax exemption for border security infrastructure.            For 62.47% 

  



Tale of two Galveston Republican Women Clubs 
From Fran Card 

 
The first official meeting of the Galveston Republican Women was held on May 
18th, 1955, at the home of Mrs. Howard Swann, the founding president. Twenty-
eight women joined the club at that meeting. 
 

The meetings were held once or twice a year. GRW was active at the national 
level before the state federation was established later in 1955. They later met at 
Landry’s and various places on the island. 
 

Around 1990 The Galveston Sandpiper Republican Women Club formed, mainly 
ladies in Jamaica Beach and West End Galveston Island. They began meeting once 
a month at the Galveston Gulf and Country Club. 
 

While in Galveston, Kelly Williams joined the Sandpipers.  She became VP in 2000 
and President of Sandpipers in 2001. The Sandpipers appear to have 
continued until 2004, then many of their members joined GRW.  Kelly and 
husband moved to Kemah area where she later served on the Kemah City Council 
and was Mayor Pro-Tem from 2004-2006. She later became involved with Clear 
Creek Republican Women and designed their logo. 
 

Kelly Williams was a former Mrs. Galveston County and 1st Runner Up at Mrs. 
Texas She has been singing and performing since the age of 6.  At the age of 21, 
she was offered the chance to record in Nashville and go on tour but opted to stay 
in college. Kelly met her husband while he was playing pro football.  Kelly has 
sung for GRW and for John Kinard’s fundraisers. Recently she was at the Law 
Enforcement Alliance for Galveston County, hosting the bingo. For 3 years, Kelly 
produced and hosted her own WEB TV Shows on Bay Area Houston Magazine TV 
and now has her own Kelly Williams podcast. 
  

 
 

Republican’s never slow down and never stop helping the cause 
 

  



GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

San Luis Hotel – Grand Ballroom 
5222 Seawall Blvd., Galveston 

 

                
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                       Joyce Sears    Joyce Bell     Marti Terry            Wanda Buttner 

  



GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

 

 

 

   Our November meeting 

   is dedicated to the men 

   and women who serve 

   to protect us. 

 

 

   A table is always set 

   for those who do not 

   come back, 

 

 The Missing in Action 

 
 

 

 
                                      Mosette      Jan         Tina          Marcy         Joyce 

                                       Davis    Broussard   Kirbie       Hanson          Bell 
 

              
                 Betty Henry                                            Gift Table                                              Irene Henry      Linda Buckley 

  



 

GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN continued 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

 

              

                              Marcy Hanson offering the prayer                      Mary Ann Markarlan         Sylvia Horne 

                                                                                              Singing God Bless America 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Jeannie Koenig with the 

Veterans 

 
 

 
 

 

 
       Sylvia awarding the quilt to a veteran 

 

    Our Speaker  Yoran Ettinger  

 
  



GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN continued 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

 

 
Clear Creek Repuplican Ladies 

 

                    

       Tina   Dianne   Kim                      Diane & Bruce Habel                     Sandra      Sylvia     Lizette  
     Kirbie  Troop   Chase                                                                             Pollack     Horne     Gaudin 
 

                             

       Saundra              Mary Jo                       Cindy          Ellen                       Cathy             Brenda 

         Cook                 Naschke                       Croft          Perry                 Frederickson       Weber 
  



GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN continued 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

 

                    

           Louis         Irene              Paul                       Betty          Joe                   Chief       Gilbert    Sheriff Jimmy 

      Edinburgh     Henry         Edinburgh                 Henry        Giusti              Villareal   Markarian       Fullen 

 

                          

                 Donna     Kenneth         Dr. Robin                               Donna         Sigrun             County Clerk   

               Cusick      Cusick         Armstrong                             Bumpas         Burke          Stephanie Laws 

 

           

              Marie          Hank                       Levy            Jessie               Herb                           Paul            Linda 

              Robb          Dugie                    Walpole      Villasana          Walpole                   Edinburgh     Buckley 
 

  



GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
November Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

San Luis Hotel & Resort – Main Ball Room, 

5222 Seawall Blvd., Galveston, TX 

 

President, Sylvia Horne called the Meeting to order at 12 noon and welcomed everyone. 

Chaplain, Marcy Hanson led us in the opening prayer. 
Sylvia asked Mike Buckley to lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of 

America and Terri Leo-Wilson to lead us in the pledge to the State of Texas. 
Sylvia asked all Members with a Star Necklace to please stand up. These are all the New 
GRW Members and Renewing GRW Members for 2026. 

President Horne then asked all Elected Officials and Candidates for the upcoming 
election to introduce themselves. 

Sylvia then pointed out to the Members and Guests the Missing Man table located to 
right as they entered the room. She explained, “While it was originally dedicated to 
military personnel who had been lost in action or were missing; it now also represents 

those Veterans who have passed on. This brings a whole new meaning to the Missing 
Men in our lives.” 
In order to recognize all Veterans at the GRW Luncheon today, Sylvia asked all Veterans 

to join her up front and state their name, branch of service and years of service. She 
then explained to them that one of our Members loving made a red, white and blue quilt. 

She made certain that each veteran had received a ticket and then a ticket was drawn 
for the lucky winner of the quilt. 
Following this drawing, one of our Members, Mary Ann Markarian, sang a medley of 

patriotic songs. 
Next, Tina Kirbie, Chairperson of the Nominating Committee, was called upon to 

complete the election of officers to open positions for 2026. By unanimous consent, 
Irene Henry was elected as President; Levy Walpole was elected as First Vice President-
Programs and Fran Card was elected as Third Vice President -Publication Relations. 

Brenda Weber introduced our Guest Speaker, Yoram Ettinger, former Ambassador to the 
United States from Isreal, who talked about how Isreal and the United States, by 
working together, benefit each of our countries .  

Following a standing ovation for his very informative presentation, former Ambassador 
Ettinger was presented a gift from GRW. 

 
The Meeting was adjourned at 1:00P.M. 
 

Respectively Submitted By 
Tina Kirbie 
On behalf of Linda Dreith 

Recording Secretary 

 
 

  



 

Calendar of Events 
 

Save The Date 

1st Monday           Galveston Republican Women Board Meeting 
3rd Wednesday     Galveston Republican Women Meeting 
1st Thursday         Tri-County Republican Women 
1st & 3rd Thurs.     Galveston Island Pachyderm Club 
1st Thursday         West Pearland Republican Women 
1st Friday,             Clear Creek Republican Women 
2nd Tuesday          Mid-County Republican Network 
3rd Thursday         The Republican Network of Galveston County 

4th Tuesday           Bay Area Republican Women 

 

 
Republican Contacts: 
 

Galveston Republican Women:  www.galvestonrepublicanwomen.com 
Bay Area Republican Women: www.barw.org 
Galveston Island Pachyderms:  www.galvestonpachyderms.org 
Clear Creek Republican Women:  www.clearcreekrw.org  
Mid-County Republican Network:  Facebook 
Tri-County Republican Women:  Facebook 
West Pearland Republican Women:  www.wprw.org 
Galveston County Republican Party:  www.galvestoncntygop.com 
Greater Houston Council:  www.ghcfrwpac.org 
National Federation of Republican Women:  www.nfrw.org 
Republican National Committee:  www.gop.com 
Republican Network of Galveston County: Facebook 
Republican Party of Texas:  texasgop.org 
Republican Hispanic Citizens in Action:  Facebook 
Republican National Hispanic Assembly:  www.rnha.org 
Texas Federation of Republican Women:  www.tfrw.org 
Teenage Republicans:  teenagerepublicans.org 
Texas Public Policy Foundation:  www.texaspolicy.co 
Young Republicans of Galveston County:  Facebook 

 
 

                  2026 Membership Chair  Levinda Walpole 
 

                  2026  Membership……………………………………………....…..114 
                                                                Regular…………………………..72 

                                                                Associate………………………..42 
 

 

 

 
Political Advertising paid for by Galveston Republican Women PAC.  Tina Kirbie, Treasurer, 908 Layfair 
Place, Friendswood, TX 77546.  Contributions are not Federal Tax deductible as charitable contributions. 

  

https://tcrwtx.org/
https://wprw.org/
https://galvestoncntygop.com/
http://www.ghcfrwpac.org/
http://www.gop.com/
http://www.texasgop.org/
http://www.tfrw.org/
http://www.teenagerepublicans.org/
http://www.texaspolicy.com/
http://www.texaspolicy.co/


 

2025 Elected Officers 
 

 
 

 

President 
Sylvia Horne 
713-252-0858 
sylviahorne@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

1st Vice President – 
Programs 
Brenda Weber 
281-485-1700 
brendaweber@comcast.net 

 

 

2nd Vice President  
Legislative 

Hospitality 
Janice Broussard 
281-352-6848 
Janicebroussard1947@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

3rd Vice President 
Public Relations 
Fran Card 
409-632-0400 
pelicanway88@att.net 
 
 

 

 

Recording Secretary 
Parliamentarian 
Linda Dreith 
214-659-2583 
Claylin7@gmail.com 
 

  

 

 
Treasurer 
Tina Kirbie 
Also serves as   GHC of 
Federated RW Delegate 
713-504-0304 
rkirbie@comcast.net 

 

2025 Advisory Board Members 
 

 

 

Immediate Past President 
Betty Henry 
Facebook 
817-996-3452 
henrybetty@att.net 
 

 

 
 

 

Past President 
Membership Recruitment 
Jeannie Koenig 
512-567-8975 
lloyd.koenig@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

 

Chaplain 
Marcy Hanson 
832-201-1778 

Marcy.hanson@att.net 

 

 

 

Past President 
Outreach 
Community Engagement 

Irene Henry 
281-844-0598 
irenem.henry@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

Membership Chair 
Levinda Walpole 

832-236-4936 

Levinda2@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

Creative Design 
Asta Timm 
608-576-9055 
astatimm@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:sylviahorne@yahoo.com
mailto:rkirbie@comcast.net
mailto:betty@att.net
mailto:lloyd.koenig@sbcglobal.net
mailto:irenem.henry@sbcglobal.net


 

2025 Advisory Board Members continued 
 

 

 

Co-Chair Fundraising 
Carol Jean Mulrain 
409-682-2844 

caroljeanhebert@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

Co-Chair Fundraising 
Sandra Pollock 
713-202-5616 
pollock.sandra@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 
GRW Call List Coordinator 
Sigrun Burke 
713-826-2060 
Sigrun2013@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Correspondence Secretary 
Sarah Brown 
832-260-4232 
Sbrown12894@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 

Membership Recruitment 
Jane Rigsby 
409-599-7960 
jarigsby720@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

 

Constant Contact Manager 

Cindy Duty 

281-468-0538 

Cduty1968@gmail.com 

 

   

 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Joyce Bell 
832-443-2831 
joycebell309@gmail.com 

 

     

GRW Mission Statement 
 

Promote an informed public through political Education and Activity 
 

Increase the effectiveness of women in the cause of Good Government. 
 

Work for the election of Republican candidates to foster loyalty to the 
 

Republican Party and to promote its principles 
 

 

 

Treasure’s Report 
Tina Kirbie, Treasurer 

Cash Balance Ending 
November 30, 2025 

$44,622.00 
 

  

mailto:caroljeanhebert@yahoo.com
mailto:Sbrown12894@comcast.net


 

 

             GRW-PAC MEMBERSHIP INFOR  MATION 2026       

                                  Dues for the 2026 Membership Year are payable NOW. 
 

      Please complete the membership information and 

      return this form with your check payable to GRW-PAC to: 
 

Tina Kirbie 

908 Layfair Place 

Friendswood, Texas 77546 
 

(No business/corporate checks please) 
 

     Name _________________________________________________ Spouse__________________ 

 

     Address________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     City and State _________________________________________ Zip Code ______________ __ 

 

     Contact Phone # _________________________________Senate District # __ 

 

     Employer____________________________________Occupation____________________ 

 

     E-mail ___________________________________________Newsletters are sent electronically. 
 

 

    Select Type of Membership: 
 

             Regular Member    ($45)    _________ 

 

            Associate Member   ($20)   _________ 
 

 Women who are a member of another TFRW Organization 

Please print name of Organization  __________________________________  

 Men who wish to be associated with GRW. 

 Young women (Age 13 thru 17 years) designated Young Affiliates 
 

                      Referred By: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I am willing to help with the following committee(s): 

_____Awards    _____Finance   _____Membership 

_____Bylaws     _____Fund-Raising  _____Phone  

_____Campaign Activities              _____Get Out the Vote  _____Program  

            _____Community Service              _____Legislative  _____Public Relations 

            _____Newsletter 

_____Other (please specify your interest) ________________________________________________ 
 

 

For GRW use only: 
 
Cash/Check amount:    ____________  Check # ______________  Date: _________________ 

 _____ E-mail List 

_____ TFRW Submission # 


