
Senate District 11 TFRW Region V

www.galvestonrepublicanwomen.com

 

Winner of the Patriot Keepers Guild
Award for achieving 100% or more

membership over 2025.

Winner of the Liberty Builders Brigade
Award for at least 10% membership

growth.

Winner of the Signers Circle Award for
attaining 25% or greater growth.
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President's Message

   

Hello Patriots!
 
We KNOW “voting” is not enough. There’s A LOT of work ahead
to have a Republican sweep in November. That’s why I am
excited and pleased that you are out there doing what is
necessary to GET OUT THE VOTE.
 
Thank you for completing GRW’s “I CAN HELP” cards. Your
information has been directed accordingly. Several of you

signed up to train as election judges, clerks or paid poll watchers – roles greatly needed
and truly appreciated by our GCRP. A few of you gathered with CCRW to help with the
Postcard Campaign. Another group met for the Abbott Impact training and are now busy
texting, calling or preparing to block walk. Many of you are directly supporting our
candidates and attending campaign rallies. I proudly see our candidates’ campaign signs
popping up in neighborhoods and along roadways all over the county. Have you placed
signs in your yard yet? Keep up the good work and WE WILL celebrate a November
victory!
 

Mark your calendars and RSVP for our October 21st meeting.
·     Dr. Julie Pickren will speak about “Big Wins and Updates on the State Board of
Education”.
·     Holiday Market vendors will be displaying their wares. Arrive at 11:00 a.m. for an hour
of shopping before our meeting begins.
·     Membership Kickoff: Time to RENEW your DUES; time to bring a guest and encourage
them to join us.
·     Presentation of GRW slate of officer candidates for 2027. The floor will be open for any
additional nominations.
 
Stay in the know. For updates and on-going events, visit any one of our available media:
Newsletter, Facebook, Instagram and Website.
 

God Bless You - God Bless Texas – God Bless The USA!
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October's Luncheon



Click Here To RSVP By Email

Or call Tina Kirbie 713-504-0304

$35 pp $38 with credit card. Deadline is October 18. No Walk Ins.
Please state dietary restrictions with RSVP.

mailto:rkirbie@comcast.net
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Texas Federation Of Republican Women
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September Luncheon: Dr. Robin Armstrong



Each candidate received $1000 towards
their campaign from GRW

Lewis Edminburg, President Republican club,
Livingston Tx, Jan Broussard, Constable Paul

Edinburgh with Linda Buckley

GRW members collected items for Upward
Hope Academy. Deputy Mac Sanford,

Bailey Brents with Dr. Robin Armstrong

New member Samantha Morris with Dwight
Sullivan, County Clerk and JP Greg Rikard

What an absolutely fantastic kick-off event
for the 2026-2027 Galveston Republican
Women at the beautiful San Luis Resort! The
atmosphere was electric as we gathered to
celebrate our shared commitment to
empowering our community. We were
privileged to hear from Galveston County
Commissioner Dr. Robin Armstrong, who
provided invaluable insights into the pressing
issues of healthcare and prescription drug
costs, highlighting the importance of
advocating for individual rights. In a show of
unwavering support for our candidates, each
was generously awarded $1,000 to fuel their
campaigns, reinforcing our dedication to
fostering strong conservative leadership.
Additionally, our hearts were warmed as we
collected donations for Upward Hope
Academy, a remarkable Galveston private
school that provides tuition-free education to
help our most vulnerable youth stay in



Chairman of the Board and Principal Kathy
Whatley pictured with Betty Henry.

school. Let’s continue this momentum by
engaging further with GRW’s mission—
whether through upcoming events or
volunteer opportunities—as we strive to
create lasting impacts in Galveston.
Together, we can inspire change and uplift
our community!
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Congratulations to Fran Card. She was our August winner.

We want your feedback. Take our survey and you'll be entered into a
drawing to win a fun prize.

Take our Survey
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GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 luncheon at the San Luis

Hotel & Resort – Main Ball Room,
5222 Seawall Blvd., Galveston, TX

President Irene Henry called the meeting to order at 12
noon and welcomed everyone. Irene asked Marcy Hanson,
Chaplain, to lead us in the opening prayer.

Irene asked Dr. Robin Armstrong to lead us in saying the Pledge of Allegiance
to the United States of America and Texas Representative Terri Leo Wilson to
lead us in saying the Pledge of Allegiance to the State of Texas.

Irene; first, asked all the Elected Officials to stand and introduce themselves;
then, asked all the Candidates to stand and introduce themselves.

MEMBERSHIP: In 1955, 12 Republican ladies (Galveston Islanders)
petitioned the State of Texas for membership. They chose a geographical
name of GRW. Today, we are just shy of 250 members. Our 72-year-old club
is now 229 members strong. This puts us into TFRW’s “Jumbo Club”
category. Our outreach now serves Galveston County and beyond: Tiki Island,
Bayou Vista, Kemah, Hitchcock, Friendswood, League City, Pearland, Texas
City, Houston and more. We are so proud of our club, its members and

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/zGYDyaK?source_id=c165947a-5878-42b4-b900-bc1be343012b&source_type=em&c=


accomplishments. Membership enrollment for 2027 begins in November; but
don’t wait, let’s get started today. Let’s keep our County and State Red!

NEWSLETTER: Survey winner for: May, Marcy Hanson; June, Jeannie
Koenig and August, Fran Card.

CARING FOR AMERICA: Irene thanked everyone for bringing snacks for the
students of Upward Hope Academy. She mentioned that there are envelopes
at the back of the room for any monetary contributions. Donations would be
greatly appreciated. Irene introduced Principal Kathy Whatley and Board
Chair Mac Sanford. Upward Hope Academy is a non-profit alternative school
for children with no other option. Kathy instills Christian values.

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES RUNNING IN THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS:
Irene sent a letter to each candidate running in the November elections to
attend the September and/or the October GRW luncheons to be eligible to
receive a contribution to their campaign. Irene asked the following candidates
to come forward:
County Clerk-Dwight Sullivan
District Clerk-Samantha Morris
County Commissioner Precinct #4- Robin Armstrong
Criminal District Attorney- Kenneth Cusick
State Representative-District #23-Terri Leo-Wilson
County Court Judge #1-John Grady
Texas 212th District Judge-Patricia Grady
Texas 306th District Judge-Emily Fisher
Justice of the Peace-Precinct #1-Greg Rickard
Tina Kirbie, Treasurer presented each candidate with a check for a $1,000.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The Nominating Committee members are Tina
Kirbie, Linda Buckley, Marcy Hanson, Sylvia Horne and Jeannie Koenig.
Chair, Tina Kirbie announced the following open GRW Board positions
available for 2027 along with their responsibilities:

2nd Vice President Legislation: Inform the Club of pending legislation,
legislative acts and any legislation affecting the interest of the Club, NFRW
and TFRW. Write articles regarding legislation for the Newsletter.

3rd Vice President Communication: Publish GRW newsletters, flyers, and
other communication to our members. In addition, publish other organizations’
flyers. Also maintains website and upgrades.
Recording Secretary: Attend all the meetings. Keep the minutes of all
meetings of the Club and Executive Board. Keep a current inventory of Club
property. Maintain all Club records.

All Officers should attend board meetings on the 1st Monday of the month.
The president has the ability to assign other responsibilities.
Irene said that Tina will present the slate of potential officers at the October
luncheon and will ask for any nominations from the floor. The slate of
candidates will be voted on the November luncheon. The installation of
officers will be in December.

SPEAKER: Irene asked Dr. Levinda Walpole to introduce Dr. Robin
Armstrong.
Dr. Robin Armstrong has dedicated his life to being a servant leader. He
attended Texas A&M University, earning a degree in microbiology, before
completing medical school and residency at the University of Texas Medical



Branch in Galveston. Dr. Armstrong practices medicine in his hometown of
Texas City as owner of Armstrong Medical Group, which includes hospital and
nursing home physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants. In
addition to his medical career, Dr. Armstrong has a long history of political
involvement. He first served locally as a precinct chair while still in medical
residency and he has since been an election judge, city chair, and executive
committee member of the Republican Party of Texas (SREC), where he also
served as Vice Chair. In June 2012, he was elected to the Republican
National Committee (RNC) as Texas’ National Committeeman, a position he
holds today, also serving as Vice Chair of the Southern Region, a member of
the Rules Committee, and on the RNC’s Faith Advisory Board. He was
appointed by Governor Greg Abbott to the Finance Commission of Texas on
April 2, 2019, where he helped oversee regulation of the state’s banking and
savings and loan industries. He is currently the Galveston County
Commissioner, Precinct 4. Dr. Armstrong has frequently appeared in media,
including television interviews on One America News Network, NEWSMAX,
and Fox News’ Laura Ingraham Show, as well as radio programs across the
United States in major markets like Houston, New York City, and Las Vegas.
He has appeared on podcasts such as the Glenn Beck Program and the Ron
Paul Podcast. Robin has also been featured in national publications such as
Rolling Stone, The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, U.S. News &
World Report, and USA Today. His successful treatment of 38 COVID-19
patients at one of his nursing facilities received national attention. Dr.
Armstrong has also participated in healthcare panels at the White House,
including one attended by President Donald Trump, and recently joined
President Trump for the “Transition to Greatness” panel.
Dr. Walpole thanked Dr. Armstrong and presented him with a token of our
appreciation.

CLOSING REMARKS: Irene encouraged everyone to download the Abbott
Impact app on your phone. It is an easy guide on “How to Get Out the Vote”.
Irene mentioned the HOW CAN I HELP CARDS on each table and asked
everyone to fill one out. The cards will be picked up after the meeting. She
also asked everyone to take the survey in the newsletter.
Irene said that there will be a Holiday Market at the October luncheon.
Vendors will set up early for people to shop prior to the meeting.
Irene called the luncheon meeting adjourned at 1:20.

Respectively Submitted by
﻿Linda Dreith, Recording Secretary.
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Legislative Updates

Texas Legislative Report

Legislative members continue with committee meetings in
preparation for the next legislature session. One issue under
review by the House Select Committee on Governmental Oversight
involves restrictions on where local governments can conduct
official meetings after a Bastrop City Council retreat more than 100
miles away in Fredericksburg sparked concerns over public

https://blast.texasscorecard.com/t/d-l-wyhwut-dlmdudlku-y/


access. This committee is responsible for evaluating the authority of political subdivisions
to hold meetings subject to the Texas Open Meetings Act outside their jurisdictions. State
Rep. Stan Gerdes first raised concerns about the Bastrop retreat earlier this month,
arguing that holding the workshop in Fredericksburg made it “nearly impossible” for
residents to attend and participate. Gerdes reported that he would file legislation requiring
city council meetings to be held in the cities they represent so residents have “a fair
opportunity to attend, speak, and hold their elected officials accountable.”
.....
As Texas debates the expansion of artificial intelligence and data center infrastructure, a
House committee is examining a related question of who owns the personal information
those systems collect, store, and process. At issue is whether Texas’ existing privacy law
sufficiently protects consumers—or whether Texans should be recognized as the owners
of their own data.
The House Committee on Delivery of Government Efficiency, chaired by State Rep.
Giovanni Capriglione (R–Southlake), held an interim hearing on the implementation
and effectiveness of the Texas Data Privacy and Security Act. This committee is
examining a related question of who owns the personal information collected, stored, and
processed by artificial intelligence and data center infrastructure. The committee is
examining whether Texas’ existing privacy law sufficiently protects Texans amid the
accelerating collection and monetization of personal data.
…..
The State Affairs Committee of the Texas House is researching a report that agencies do
not comprehensively track data centers’ water usage or the local tax breaks they receive.
The state instead relies on survey responses. 
The committee heard from Pablo Vegas, CEO of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas
(ERCOT), and Thomas Gleeson, chairman of the Public Utility Commission of Texas
(PUC), the two agencies responsible for managing Texas’ electrical infrastructure. Gov.
Greg Abbott has requested these agencies to audit all data center projects in the process
of connecting to the Texas power grid, specifying that the PUC and ERCOT must learn
which projects benefit from state and local tax breaks.
…..
The Texas House State Affairs Committee met to hear testimony on data centers and the
state’s plan to build 765-kilovolt (kV) transmission lines to bring power from East and
Central Texas to West Texas, allotting six hours apiece to each topic. 
A coalition of energy industry groups, including the Texas Oil & Gas Association (TXOGA),
supports the 765-kV plan. Opponents include conservatives such as the Texas Public
Policy Foundation (TPPF) and advocates for greater local authority — two camps that
often disagree. Democratic local officials tend to oppose legislation by the Republican-led
state government officials, and conservative organizations such as TPPF argue that local
governments should be restricted in their activity.

In 2023, the Texas Legislature passed House Bill 5066, directing the Public Utility
Commission (PUC) and the Electric Reliability Council of Texas to develop regional
reliability plans, starting with the Permian Basin. The PUC announced last April that it had
approved the state’s first-ever “extra-high-voltage” transmission lines to serve the Permian
Basin, where heightened industrial development is increasing the demand for power. 

Much of the energy conveyed from other parts of the state to the Permian Basin, an area
rich in natural gas, would come from wind and solar generation. Texas Railroad
Commissioner Wayne Christian, a staunch supporter of thermal energy and critic of
renewable energy, has denounced the plan for the same reason, arguing that subsidies
for wind and solar energy have distorted the market. The project would also require
construction on private land.
Powering Texans CEO Walt Baum called out a TPPF report that criticized the 765-kV
transmission plan and claimed new natural gas generation in the Permian Basin could
better fulfill the plan’s goals of providing energy to local users.
State Rep. Ken King (R-Canadian), the committee chairman said, “So to get to the parts of
the state that are growing, particularly without data centers, just population growth, those

https://texasscorecard.com/directory/officials/giovanni-capriglione/
https://house.texas.gov/videos/22736
https://thetexan.news/elections/2026/here-are-the-data-center-companies-that-agreed-to-comply-with-gov-greg-abbott-s/article_a70c4c76-7f71-493a-80c7-332207839f1b.html
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/Thomas_Gleeson_Pablo_Vegas_Data_Centers_Directive_Letter_to_PUCT_ERCOT_August_2026_.pdf
https://thetexan.news/state/legislature/texas-state-senate-news/texas-senate-committee-to-review-decade-old-data-center-tax-breaks/article_2e82cd00-f152-4cfc-9088-662e5ae47405.html
https://thetexan.news/issues/energy/texas-lacks-statewide-record-of-water-use-local-tax-breaks-for-data-centers/article_2806884b-83f5-4902-a122-76f7bbcbb180.html
https://thetexan.news/state/legislature/87th-session/state-versus-local-control-underpins-87th-texas-legislative-session/article_5a7b5595-12a2-5e39-8a85-baa6096ec462.html
https://www.texaspolicy.com/legelocalliberty/
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=88R&Bill=HB5066
https://thetexan.news/issues/energy/vistra-announces-permian-basin-power-plant-expansion-with-new-natural-gas-units/article_f13acb16-4901-44c2-a920-e2a36d5e1c26.html
https://thetexan.news/issues/energy/texas-elected-officials-landowners-share-growing-concerns-over-proposed-new-transmission-lines/article_b3acce07-5b01-49b6-90bd-97bf1525efca.html
https://x.com/ChristianForTX/status/2088723807649538487
https://www.texaspolicy.com/tppf-releases-new-research-on-ercots-765-kv-strategic-transmission-expansion-plan/


areas are either going to have a power plant or transmission lines.”

Page 7

Political Activities: Abbott App Recap

Click Here For Training Video
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Republican Contacts

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oeWC4zjFcycFjdKZZKU5ix9VGAEH0mE6/view?pli=1


Galveston Republican Women: www.galvestonrepublicanwomen.com
Bay Area Republican Women: www.barw.org
Galveston Island Pachyderms: www.galvestonpachyderms.org
Clear Creek Republican Women: www.clearcreekrw.org
Tri-County Republican Women: tri county republican women - Search Results |
Facebook
West Pearland Republican Women: www.wprw.org
Galveston County Republican Party: www.galvestoncntygop.com
Greater Houston Council: www.ghcfrwpac.org
National Federation of Republican Women: www.nfrw.org
Republican National Committee: www.gop.com
Republican Network of Galveston County: Facebook
Republican Party of Texas: texasgop.org
Republican Hispanic Citizens in Action: Facebook
Republican National Hispanic Assembly: www.rnha.org
Texas Federation of Republican Women: www.tfrw.org
Teenage Republicans: teenagerepublicans.org
Texas Public Policy Foundation: www.texaspolicy.co
Young Republicans of Galveston County: Facebook
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Community Outreach: Community Health Fair

http://www.galvestonrepublicanwomen.com/
http://www.barw.org/
http://www.galvestonpachyderms.org/
http://www.clearcreekrw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=tri%20county%20republican%20women
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=tri%20county%20republican%20women
http://www.wprw.org/
http://www.galvestoncntygop.com/
http://www.ghcfrwpac.org/
http://www.nfrw.org/
http://www.gop.com/
http://texasgop.org/
http://www.rnha.org/
http://www.tfrw.org/
http://teenagerepublicans.org/
http://www.texaspolicy.co/
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Driven to Win: Our 2026 Volunteer Goal
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LOCAL CLUB MEETING DATES

1st Monday: Galveston Republican Women Board Meeting
3rd Wednesday: Galveston Republican Women Meeting
1st Thursday: Tri-County Republican Women
1st & 3rd Thursday: Galveston Island Pachyderm Club
1st Thursday: West Pearland Republican Women
1st Friday: Clear Creek Republican Women
3rd Thursday: The Republican Network of Galveston County
4th Tuesday: Bay Area Republican Women
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Latest Treasurer's Report
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Still Looking For New Members
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Governor Abbott & Dr. Greg Bonnen

On August 29, we gathered for an exhilarating event to re-elect Rep. Dr. Greg Bonnen, featuring
a special appearance by our esteemed Governor Greg Abbott. The atmosphere was electric as
members of Galveston Republican Women came together, enjoying delicious BBQ and fostering
connections with local leaders. This occasion served as a powerful reminder of our collective
responsibility to engage in the electoral process. As we look ahead, it is imperative that we all get
out and vote—let's not sit this one out! Every single vote is vital in preserving our Texas values
and preventing the encroachment of socialism and communism in our beloved state. We
encourage you to rally your family and friends, bringing at least ten people with you to the polls,
and show the strength of our community united for conservative principles!
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Guest Column: Randy Weber



Here on the Texas Gulf Coast, our waterways, ports, and flood protection systems
are the backbone of our communities and the engines of our economy, helping
America lead and dominate on every front. That is exactly why I voted YES on the
Water Resources Development Act of 2026 (WRDA), which passed the U.S. House
of Representatives this week. 

This legislation delivers three major wins for Texas’ 14th District! It strengthens our
ports and waterways, improves critical infrastructure, and helps protect our
communities from flooding for the hardworking folks of the Texas Gulf Coast.

Here is what Texas’ 14th District is getting: 
Sabine-Neches Waterway: Directs the Secretary of the Army to expedite the
review and coordination of the Sabine-Neches Waterway Channel
Improvement Project feasibility study, helping prevent unnecessary delays for
this critical waterway.
Brazoria and Galveston Counties: Authorizes $5 million for water infrastructure
projects, including improvements to water supply systems.
City of Kemah: Authorizes $5 million for water and wastewater infrastructure,
including stormwater management, in Kemah.

These provisions represent $10 million in authorized water infrastructure projects
across our region, helping us move forward and continue powering the future of
Texas and America. The legislation now heads to the U.S. Senate for further
consideration.

Read More
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LOCAL EDUCATION: ABBOTT IMPACT APP TRAINING

https://weber.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3883
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AWARD: AMERICAN REVIVAL GALVESTON
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OFFICERS



President
Campaign Activities Awards Chair

Irene Henry
Galvestonrepublicanwomen+President@

gmail.com
281-844-0598

1st VP Programs
Dr. Levinda Walpole

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+1stVP@gma
il.com

832-236-4936

2nd VP - Legislative
Hospitality Chair
Janice Broussard

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+2ndvp@gm
ail.com

281-352-6848

3rd VP - Public Relations
Website Chair

Fran Card
Galvestonrepublicanwomen+3rdvp@gma

il.com
409-632-0400

Recording Secretary &
Parliamentarian

Linda Dreith
Galvestonrepublicanwomen+sec

retary@gmail.com
214-659-2583

Treasurer/GHCFRW
Delegate
Tina Kirbie

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+trea
surer@gmail.com

713-504-0304

Immediate Past President
Sylvia Horne

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+pas
tpres@gmail.com

713-504-0304

CHAIRS



Betty Henry
Past President/Facebook/

Outreach Co-Chair
Galvestonrepublicanwomen+faceb

ook@gmail.com
817-996-3452

Marcy Hanson
Chaplain

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
chaplain@gmail.com

832-201-1778

Linda Buckley
Fundraising & Corresponding

Secretary
Galvestonrepublicanwomen+f

undraising@gmail.com
281-468-1337

Jeannie Koenig
Past President/Membership

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
membership@gmail.com

512-567-8975

Cindy Duty
Outreach Co-Chair

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
outreach@gmail.com

281-468-0538

Sigrun Burke
GRW Call List

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
calls@gmail.com

713-826-2060

Landa Cook
Newsletter/Public Relations

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
newsletter@gmail.com

832-228-4872

Tess Stone
Website

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
website@gmail.com

4069-955-7034

Jane Rigsby
Membership Name Badges

Galvestonrepublicanwomen+
badges@gmail.com

409-599-7960

TFRW OFFICERS

Jill Tate
TFRW President

Deborah Roan Roxanne Lewis



president@tfrw.org District Director, 11 Deputy President, 11
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GRW Calendar Of Events

Click Here To View The Calendar
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GRW Board Meeting September 8,2026 at 9:30. This is a closed meeting only for
officers and chairpersons.

GRW BOARD MEETING AGENDA

GALVESTON REPUBLICAN WOMEN AGENDA
Tuesday September 8, 2026

Marcy Hanson: Prayer
Janice Brousard: Pledge to US and State Flags
Linda Dreith: August Minutes
Tina Kirbie: Financials
Irene Henry: Campaign Activities, Volunteer Hours, Abbott App
Jeannie Koenig: Membership Update, Business Cards, Directory
Sigrun Burke: Calling Committee
Betty Henry: Outreach
Sylvia Horne: Patriot Camp
Landa Cook: PR Award Status
Tess Stone/Betty/Fran: Website Update
Levy: GRW September and October Speakers
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DISCLAIMER
Nothing in this newsletter is an endorsement of Galveston Republican Party, its

President, or its Campaign Activities Chairman, only candidate information to help
you make an informed decision and get involved with the candidate of your choice.
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Membership Form

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Z2FsdmVzdG9ucmVwdWJsaWNhbndvbWVuQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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Political Advertising paid for by Galveston Republican Women PAC.
Tina Kirbie, Treasurer, 908 Layfair Place, Friendswood, TX 77546.

Contributions are not Federal Tax deductible as charitable contributions.

Galveston Republican Women | Tina Kirbie 908 Layfair Place | Friendswood, TX 77546 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=reseller&nav=c165947a-5878-42b4-b900-bc1be343012b
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=reseller&nav=c165947a-5878-42b4-b900-bc1be343012b

